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Qui fludet optatam curfu contingere metam, 
Multa tulit fecitque puer. Hor. 


Mr. VILLAGE to Mr. TOWN, 


DEAR CousiIn, 


HE following letter, occafioned by the 
late Races at Newmarket, and written by 
ay a fellow-commoner of 





college, Cam- 
bridge, to a friend in London, fell into my 





hands by accident. The writer, if we may 
judge by his ftile and manner, is really, according to the 
modern phrafe, a Genius. As I look upon his epiftle 
to be a very curious original, I cannot help demanding for it 
a place in your paper, as well as for the remarks which I 
have taken the liberty to fubjoin to it. 


Noonan To 
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To be left at Mrs. Dovctas’s, Covent-Garden, London. 


The CONNOISSEUR. 














No. 41. 


To JOHN WILDFIRE, 5% 


“ Dear Fack! Odfober 10, 1754. 

I Was in hopes I fhould have met you at Newmarket 

races, but to fay the truth, if your luck had turned 
out fo bad as mine, you did better to ftayaway. Dick 
Riot, Tom Lowngeit, and I went together to Newmarket 
the firft day of the meeting. I was mounted on my 
little bay-mare that coft me thirty guineas in the North. 
I never croffed a better tit in my life, and if her eyes 
ftand, as I dare fay they will, fhe will turn out as tight 
a little Thing as any in England, Then fhe is as fleet as 
the wind. Why, I raced with Dick and Tom all the 
way from Cambridge to Newmarket: Dick rode his roan 
gelding, and Tom his chefnut mare (which, you know, 
have both fpeed) but I beat them hollow. I cannot help 
telling you that I was drefied in my blue riding-frock 
with plate-buttons, with a leather belt round my wafte, 
my jemmy turn-down boots made by Tu//, my brown 
{cratch bob, and my hat with the narrow-filver lace 
cocked in the true fporting tafte: fo that altogether I 
don’t believe there was a more dnowing figure upon the 
Courfe. I was very fluth too, ‘ack; for Michaelmas-day 
happening damned luckily juft about the time of the 
races, I had juft received fifty guineas for my quarteridge. 
As foon as I came upon the Courfe, I met with fome 


‘ jolly bucks from London. I never faw them before; 


however we were foon acquainted, and I took up the 
Odds: but I was damnably let in, for I loft thirty pieces 
flap the firft day. The day or two after I had no re- 


‘© markable 
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** markable luck one way or the other; but at laft I laid 
** all the Cath I had left upon Lord March’s Smart, who 
«© loft, you know, but between you and me, I have a great 
“« notion Tom Marfball rode booty. However I had a mind 
** to pufh my luck as far as I could; fo I fold my poor little 
“* mare for twelve pieces, went to the coffee-houfe, and left 
** them all behind me at the gaming table; and I fhould 
** not have been able to have got back to Cambridge that 
“ night, if Bob Whip of Trinity had not taken me up into 
* his Phaeton. We have had a round of dinners at our 
* rooms fince, and I have been drunk every day to drive 
“© away care. However I hope to recruit again foon: Frank 
** Clafic of Pembroke has promifed to make me out a long 
** catalogue of Greek books, fo I will write directly to Old 
«* Squaretoes, fend him the lift, tell him I have taken them 
** up, and draw on him for money to pay the bookfeller’s 
** bill, Then I fhall be rich again, ‘fack; and perhaps you 
** may fee me at the Shake/pear by the middle of next 
* week; till when, I am, 


No. 4I. 


* Dear Sack, yours, 


T. FLAREIT,. 


I HAVE often lamented the narrow plan of our Univer- 
fity Education, and always obferve with pleafure any at- 
tempts to enlarge and improve it. In this light I cannot 
help looking on Newmarket as a judicious fupplement to 
the Univerfity of Cambridge, and would recommend it to 
the young ftudents to repair duly thither twice a year. By 
thefe means they may connect the knowledge of polite life 
with ftudy, and come from college as deeply verfed in the 
genteel myfteries of Gaming, as in Greek, Latin, and the 
Mathematicks. Attending thefe folemnities muft indeed be 
of great fervice to every rank of ftudents. ‘Thofe who are 
intended 
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intended for the Church have an opportunity of tempering 
the feverity of their character by a happy mixture of the 
jockey and clergyman. I have known feveral who by uni- 
ting thefe oppofite qualifications, and meeting with a patron 
of their own difpofition, have rode themfelves into a living in 
a good fporting country ; and I doubt not, if the excurfions 
of gownfmen to Newmarket meet with the encouragement 
they deferve, but we fhall fhortly fee the Beacon Courfe 
crouded with ordained fportfmen in fhort caflocks. As to 
the Fellow-Commoners, I do not fee how they can pafs 
their time more profitably. The fole intention of their 
refidence at the Univerfity is, with moft of them, to while 
away a couple of years, which they cannot conveniently 
difpofe of otherwife. Their rank exempts them from the 
common drudgery of leétures and exercifes, and the Golden 
Tuft that adorns their velvet caps is at once a badge of ho- 
nour and an apology for ignorance. But as fome of thefe 
gentlemen, though they never will be fcholars, may turn 
out excellent jockeys, it is but juftice to let them carry fome 
kind of knowledge away with them ; and as they can never 
fhine as adepts in Sir J/aac Newton’s Philofophy, or critics 
on Homer and Virgil, fuffer them to make a figure as 
arbiters of the Courfe, and followers of Aaron and Driver. 


I am the more earneft on this occafion, becaufe I look 


upon Races as a diverfion, peculiarly adapted to an Univer- 


fity, and founded upon claffical principles. Every author 
who has mentioned the Antient Games, includes the Race, 
and defcribes it with great dignity. This Game was always 
celebrated with great pomp, and all the people of fafhion of 
thofe days were prefent at it. In the twenty third J/ad in 
particular there is not only a difpute at the Race, but a bet 


propofed in as exprefs terms as at Newmarket. The wager 
offered 
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offered indeed is a goblet, which is not entirely in the man- 
ner of our modern fport{men, who rather chufe to melt 
down their plate into the current fpecie, and bring their fide- 
boards to the courfe in their purfes. I am aware alfo that the 
Races celebrated by the ancients ‘were Chariot-Races: but 
even in thefe our young ftudents of the Univerfity have great 
emulation to excell: There are among them many very 
good coachmen who often make excurfions in thofe noble 
vehicles with great propriety called Phaetons, and drive with 
as much fury along the road, as the charioteers in the An- 
tient Game flew towards the goal. In a word, if we have 
not fuch noble Odes on this occafion as were produced of 
old, it is not for want of a Theron but a Pindar, 


Tue Advices which I have at feveral times received of 
the influence of the Races at Newmarket on the Univerfity 
give me great pleafure. It has not only improved the beha- 
viour of the ftudents but enlarged their plan of ftudy. ‘They 
are now very deeply read in Bracken’s Farriery and the 
Compleat “fockey, know exactly how many ftone they weigh, 
and are pretty competent judges of the Odds. I went fome 
time ago to vifit a fellow-commoner, and when I arrived at 
his chambers, found the door open, but my friend was not 
athome. The room was adorned with Seymour’s prints of 
horfes neatly framed and glazed, a hat and whip hung on 
one hook, a ‘pair of boots on another, and on the table 
lay a formidable"Quarto with the Sport/man’s Calendar by 
Reginald Heber, Efq'. 1 had the curiofity to examine the 
book, and as the college is remarkable for the ftudy of 
philofophy, I expedted to fee Newton's Principia, or perhaps 
Sunderfon’s Algebra: but on opening it, this huge volume 


proved to be a pompous edition of Grb/on’s Treatife on the 
Difeafes of Herfes. 


Oooo THESE 
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Tues indeed.are noble ftudies, will prefefvesour youth 
from pedantry, and make them men of the world. Men 
of genius who are pleafed with the theory of any art, will 
not be contented ’till they arrive at the practice. I am told 
that the young gentlemen often try the fpeed of the Cam- 
bridge Nags on the Beacon Courfe, and that feveral hacks 
are at prefent in training. I have often wondered that the 
gentlemen who forntthe club at Newmarket never reflected 
on their neighbourhood to Cambridge, nor eftablifhed (in 
honour of it) an Univerfity Plate, to be run for by Cambrige 
hacks, rode by young gentlemen of the Univerfity. A hint 
of this kind will certainly be fufficient to have this laudable 
defign put in practice the very next meeting; and I can- 
not help reflecting on this occafion, what an unfpeakable 
fatisfaction it muft be to thofe perfons of quality who are 
conftantly at Newmarket, to fee their fons cherifh the fame 
noble principles with themfelves, and act in imitation of 
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their example. 


«« Go on, brave youths! till in fome future age, 
** Whips fhall become the fenatorial badge ; 

** *Till England fee her jockey fenators_ 

“© Meet all at Weffminfler in. boots and. fpurs ; 

“ See the whole houfe, with mutual frenzy mad, 
‘“* Her patriots all in leathern breeches clad : 

“« Of bets, not taxes, learnedly debate, 

** And guide with equal reins a fteed and ftate!’’ 






Warton’s NEWMARKET. 
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